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crucial ways transcend the immediate cultural circumstances of its pro- 
duction. A distinguished architectural historian sets out to defend aes- 
thetic value from a wide range of contemporary theoretical assaults on it. 
I find myself occasionally disagreeing with Professor Etlin, while remain- 
ing enlightened by the angle of vision his own areas of knowledge afford. 
One must admire the way his detailed scholarship and the very clarity of 
his prose admit of reasoned controversy, and applaud his refusal to shack- 
le his argument to political conservatism. This book should help focus 
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“Richard Etlin is at his devastating best in exposing the misleading schol- 
arship, the misquotations and distortions of the post-modernist critics 
whose work he opposes.” 

- Peter Holland, Trinity Hall, Cambridge University 

“In a series of lovingly detailed interpretations of some of the master- 
works of the Western tradition, [Etlin] helps us to see that the artists 
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find our way out of the contemporary critical maze and back to what 
truly matters - in eternity, when all the fads and fashions of the present 
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“Etlin’ s book will remain a landmark study in the debunking of establish- 
ment radicalism and in the restoration of imaginative culture.” 
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